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WHAT’S NEW
» CHRISTMAS DECOR

Nemours Mansion lights up
for the Christmas season

Calendars will begin to fill up with
the favorite holiday tours of the Bran-
dywine Valley – Christmas at Hagley, A
Longwood Christmas, Yuletide at Win-
terthur and A Brandywine Christmas –
all of which open next week. An already
up and running holiday tour is at Ne-
mours Mansion & Gardens, the home of
Alfred I. du Pont and this family.

Christmas trees, garlands, sprays,
paper filigree “quilling,” hand-painted
ornaments, miniature churches, original
holiday cards, a manger scene and
original toys from the du Pont estate all
add to the festive setting.

Its tours run through Dec. 30, and
then the house closes until May. The
cost is $15; no children under 12. Tours
are at 9 a.m., noon and 3 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday and noon and 3 p.m.
Sunday. Closed Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas. 1-800-651-6912; www.nemours
mansion.org.

» ALL THAT GLITTERS

Church sponsors 2nd Cash
for Gold shopping night

Make a little money and do a little
Christmas shopping from 6- tonight at
the second annual Cash for Gold Shop-
ping Night at St. James Episcopal
Church, 2 S. Augustine St., Newport.

“We thought this event would be a
great way for people to exchange
broken necklaces, mismatched earrings
and other gold and silver items to get
cash for this year’s Christmas shopping,”
said the Rev. Sarah Nelson, rector at St.
James.

More than a dozen vendors will
offer products for every member of the
family, including low-priced presents
that children can buy for their parents
and grandparents. There also will be
food, kids activities and door prizes. Call
994-2029 for more information.

» HUP TWO THREE FOUR

Children’s Theatre opens
‘Babes in Toyland’

The Delaware Children’s Theatre
opens its holiday season next week with
the musical “Babes in Toyland.”

This story weaves together Mother
Goose’s nursery rhyme characters into a
Christmas-themed musical extravagan-
za, with a special visit from you know
ho-ho.

“Babes in Toyland” runs weekends
through Dec. 16. Shows are at 2 p.m. on
Saturdays and Sundays. Tickets are $11
in advance and $14 at the door.

For reservations, go to www.de
childrenstheatre.org or call 655-1014.

All right, all you Twilight-
ers, the wait is almost over.

“Breaking Dawn – Part 2,”
the highly anticipated final
installment of the “Twilight”
movie series, hit theaters
Thursday, with 10 p.m. and
later shows sold out at Regal’s
theaters in Bear and Wilming-
ton as the movies based on
Stephenie Meyer’s story of
star-crossed, vampire-to-human
love will come to a close.

The fifth and final film is
slightly different from the

other movies in the series. For
one, Bella’s finally a vampire
and she and Edward have a
child together. They also have
to battle the most powerful
vampire coven in order to keep
their child alive.

You might have only seen
the other films once when they
hit theaters, but let’s be honest,
you probably watched them 15
times more when they came
out on DVD and on-demand.

Either way, it’s been a full
year (and a whole lot of off-
screen drama) since “Breaking

POP-CULTURE QUIZ

Test your ‘Twilight’ intuition
By Lauren Ennis
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Robert Pattinson and Kristen Stewart star in “The Twilight
Saga: Breaking Dawn – Part 2.” SUMMIT ENTERTAINMENTSee TEST, Page B7

This is the basic structure of the
French farce “Anything to Declare” at
the University of Delaware this week-
end: a lot of zany characters running
around, a lot of slamming doors, a lot
of people putting on and throwing off
clothes, a lot of angst about pregnan-
cies that don’t exist and a lot of cuing
in the audience that they’re watching a
world that’s not real.

So, seriously, how is this any differ-
ent from the campaign for the presi-
dency that’s consumed the country for
months?

“I wouldn’t know,” declares Mic
Matarrese.

Well, of course he wouldn’t. He’s
been terrifically busy starring in the
show as Robert De Trivelin, a bride-
groom who can’t quite rise to the occa-
sion on his honeymoon, precipitating a
desperate attempt to initiate his new
wife into the mysteries of love, before
her family throws him out and mar-
ries her off to Snidely Whiplash.

The play, a contemporary trans-
lation of Maurice Hennequin and
Pierre Veber’s bedroom farce, is de-
signed to make you laugh. Period.

“You’re not learning more about
men or women or about humanity,”
Matarrese says. “You’re learning
about howmuch you haven’t laughed
in a while.”

Which, of course, cycles right back
to that election.

“Anything to Declare” is the second
production in the Resident Ensemble
Players’ 2012-13 season. The group of
professional actors is one of about 10
resident professional theaters at a
university, including Yale, Harvard,
Brown, UC-San Diego, Chapel Hill and
the University of Tennessee, all of
which operate differently.

While REP members have their
own season working with UD faculty
and guests artists, they also each
teach a course to acting students, par-
ticularly those in the Professional
Theatre Training Program, which was

THEATER

Mic Matarrese and Michael Gotch perform in the Resident Ensemble Players’ “Anything to Declare.” COURTESY OF NADINE HOWATT

Dare to laugh
UD’s ‘Anything to Declare’ aims to tickle your
fancy with a farce about – shhhhhh – sex
By Betsy Price
The News Journal

See LAUGH, Page B7

Kathleen Pirkle Tague, Michael Gotch (center) and Stephen Pelinski act in the second
production in the Resident Ensemble Players’ 2012-13 season. COURTESY OF NADINE HOWATT

IF YOU GO
WHAT: “Anything to Declare,” a Frrrrrench
farce about sex
WHERE: Thompson Theatre at the Roselle
Center for the Arts, 110 Orchard Road, at the
intersection of Orchard Road and Kent Way,
Newark
WHEN: 7:30 p.m. today, Saturday, Nov. 28,
30, Dec. 1, 6, 7 and 8; 2 p.m. Sunday and Dec.
1, 2, 8 and 9.
TICKETS: $21-$27, with discounts for stu-
dents, seniors and UD faculty and staff. Buy
them at www.rep.udel.edu, by calling 831-
2204 or at the box office at the Roselle Cen-
ter for the Arts, noon-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

THEGRAND
All tickets subject to box ofÀce service charges. Artists, dates, times and programs are subject to change.

THIS PROGRAM IS MADE POSSIBLE IN PART BY GRANTS FROM THE DELAWARE DIVISION OF THE ARTS. A STATE

AGENCY DEDICATED TO NURTURING AND SUPPORTING THE ARTS IN DELAWARE, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS.

TicketsAtTheGrand.org | 302.652.5577 | 800.37.GRAND | 818 N. Market Street, Wilmington, DE 19801

WEDNESDAY
DECEMBER 19 | 8PM
$32-$39
Soulful unaccompanied

music in special

holiday concert

SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK®:
CELEBRATING THE HOLYDAYS

FRIDAY
JANUARY 11 | 8PM
$30-$36
Hilarious stand-up and Grand

favorite returns with more of

her snaky, offbeat humor

KATHLEENMADIGAN
GONEMADIGAN

SATURDAY
JANUARY 12 | 8PM
$28-$34
Five acclaimed artists come

together for an evening of

American roots music

AFIDDLER’S FEAST
JAYUNGAR,MOLLYMASON,
ALASDAIR FRASER, NATALIE HAAS, DIRK POWELL
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Dawn – Part 1” hit the
big screen. If you need to
brush up on your Twi-Q
before you head to the
theater, this quiz will get
your wheels turning
again.

Add how many an-
swers you get correct,
and see just how big of a
Twi-hard you really are.

1. What city did Bella
live in before she
moved to Forks, Wash?

A. Jacksonville, Fla.
B. Phoenix
C. Salem, Ore.
D. Santa Fe, N.M.
2. In “Eclipse,” who

does Bella punch in the
face?

A. Jacob
B. Edward
C. Jared
D. James
3. In this latest

movie, why is the rul-
ing vampire coven, the
Italy-based Volturi,
coming to pay the Cul-
lens a visit?

A. They want to con-
gratulate Edward and
Bella on their marriage.

B. They want to verify
that a child has come of
the union of Edward and
Bella.

C. They want to kill
Renesmee, because they
think she’s a vampire
baby.

D. They want to kill
Bella, because a human
should not raise a vam-
pire baby.

4. What is Edward’s
unique vampire power?

A. He can see into the
future.

B. He can transmit
thoughts to others
through touch.

C. He can read peo-
ple’s minds.

D. He has no special
ability.

5. What American
Indian tribe do Jacob
and his werewolf pack
belong to?

A. Quileute
B. Chinook
C. Sanpoil
D. Chelan
6. What state was

Jasper Hale (born Jas-
per Whitlock) originally

from?
A. California
B. Texas
C. Georgia
D. Arizona
7. Who does Jacob

imprint, an involuntary
act of finding one’s soul
mate?

A. Renesmee
B. Leah
C. Bella
D. Rosalie
8. What is Edward

missing from his bed-
room?

A.Television
B. Dresser
C. Bed
D. Windows
9. Why do the Cul-

lens avoid going out
into the sunlight?

A. They would burst
into flames.

B. Their skin would
turn red.

C. They would bleed.
D. Their skin spar-

kles.
10. What is Bella’s

stepdad’s name?
A. Carlisle
B. Charlie
C. Phil
D. Bob
11. The half-vampire,

half-human child of
Bella and Edward is
named Renesmee. What
is the significance of
the baby’s name?

A. It is a made-up
name to celebrate the
uniqueness of the par-
ents’ union.

B. It’s the combination
of Bella’s and Edward’s
mothers’ names.

C. It’s an ancient vam-
pire name that is symbol-
ic of the relationship
between Bella and Ed-
ward.

D. It was Edward’s
grandmother’s name.

12. What game does
Bella play with the Cul-
lens in the first install-
ment of the saga series,
“Twilight”?

A. Flag football
B. Soccer
C. Basketball
D. Baseball
13. What are the

names of the three
elders of the Volturi?

A. Aro, Caius and
Marcus

B. Alec, Marcus and
Caius

C. Caius, Jane and
Marcus

D. Aro, Caius and Alec
14. In “New Moon,”

how does Edward in-
tend to commit suicide?

A. By encouraging a
werewolf attack

B. By drinking poison
C. By stepping out

into the sunlight
D. By provoking the

Volturi
15. What is the Voltu-

ri’s duty?
A. To protect humans

from vampires
B. To ensure that vam-

pires’ existence remain a
secret from humans

C. To turn humans into
vampires, thus increas-
ing the vampire pop-
ulation

D. To create peace
between vampires and
mortals

16. Who is James,
who appears in the first
movie, “Twilight”?

A. One of Bella’s
friends at school

B. Alice’s husband
C. A “tracker” vam-

pire
D. Edward’s adopted

brother
17. In “Breaking

Dawn – Part 1,” who
believes Renesmee to
be an “immortal child,”
a young human child
that’s been turned into
a vampire, and informs
the Volturi of her exis-
tence?

A. Victoria
B. Irina
C. Carmen
D. Tanya
18. In “Eclipse,” who

teaches the Cullens and
the Wolves to fight the
newborn vampires?

A. Jasper
B. Edward
C. Carlisle
D. Jacob
19. In “New Moon,”

who voted against Bel-
la becoming a vampire?

A. Edward
B. Edward and Rosalie
C. Carlisle and Ed-

ward
D. Carlisle and Rosa-

lie
20. The “Twilight”

saga is based on four
novels, with one of the
novels broken into two
films. What order does
the series go in from
first to last?

A. “Twilight,”
“Eclipse,” “New Moon,”
“Breaking Dawn”

B. “Eclipse,” “New
Moon,” “Twilight,”
“Breaking Dawn”

C. “New Moon,”
“Eclipse,” “Twilight,”
“Breaking Dawn”

D. “Twilight,” “New
Moon,” “Eclipse,”
“Breaking Dawn”

Test: How much do you know of Meyer’s vampires, wolves?
Continued from Page B5

ANSWERS
1) B. Phoenix
2) A. Jacob
3) C. They want to kill
Renesmee, because they
think she’s a vampire baby.
4) C. He can read people’s
minds.
5) A. Quileute
6) B. Texas
7) A. Renesmee

8) C. Bed
9) D. Their skin sparkles
10) C. Phil
11) B. It’s the combination of
Bella’s and Edward’s mothers’
names.
12) D. Baseball
13) A. Aro, Caius and Marcus
14) D. By provoking the Voltu-
ri

15) B. To ensure that vam-
pires’ existence remain a
secret from humans
16) C. A “tracker” vampire
17) B. Irina
18) A. Jasper
19) B. Edward and Rosalie
20) D. “Twilight,” “New
Moon,” “Eclipse,” “Break-
ing Dawn”

HOWDID YOU SCORE?
» 0-4 points: To Twi or not
to Twi? You don’t really
remember. You’ll need to go
back and watch most of the
movies before you see the
last installment, or you
might be lost through the
whole movie.
» 5-8 points: Twi, Twi
again. It’s been a while, so

recollection of all the details
is sketchy. But you’re slap-
ping your forehead because
you know that you knew all
the answers at some point.
» 9-12 points: Good Twi.
You’ve seen the movies or
read the books recently
enough to have a firm grasp
of the characters, plot and
details. Have fun at the last

movie.
» 13-17 points: Twi-ath-
lete. Congratulations.
You’re worthy of calling
yourself a Twi-hard. You’re
the ones who will be post-
ing Twi-tter reviews imme-
diately after the movie,
helping us decide whether
to fork over the cash or
wait till it’s out on DVD.
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disbanded last year
because of financial
pressures at UD, which
projected a $25 million
shortfall.

It’s expected to re-
turn next year, though.
The university just
launched a program to
raise $1million a year to
bring in 22 students – a
mix of actors and thea-
ter production special-
ists – for the three-year
program. Because stu-
dents learn by perform-
ing, the money pays for
student productions, a
stipend for each student
and fees for guest art-
ists such as directors
and set designers.

“We are in the midst
of doing everything
from individual donor
fundraising as well as
applications to corpora-
tions and foundations
and that sort of thing,”
says Joann Browning,
deputy dean of the
School of Arts and Sci-
ences. The school spent
the summer and early
fall finalizing the details
of the plan, and has not
yet set a drop-dead date
for raising the cash.

When the profession-
al training program is in
session, the students
have their own season,
with REP players doing
bit roles, while the stu-
dents do bit roles in REP
productions. Over the
three years of the pro-
gram, the troupes begin
to blend until they’re all
working as equals.

Matarrese graduated
from the PTTP in 2007.
He’s done a lot of re-
gional theater, and at the
REP you have seen him
play Brendan in “The
Weir,” Babbybobby in
“The Cripple of Inish-
maan,” Garry in “Noises
Off,” Oscar in “The
Little Foxes,” Willie
Stark in “All the King’s
Men,” Oberon in “A

Midsummer Night’s
Dream,” the Rev. Cha-
suble in “The Impor-
tance of Being Earnest,”
The Actor in “The Re-
sistible Rise of Arturo
Ui,” Happy in “Death of
a Salesman” and Brick
in “Cat on a Hot Tin
Roof.”

“Anything to De-
clare” takes place in
1912 France. The bridal

couple had been on a
train, about to delve into
the mysteries of mar-
riage, when a border
guard bursts into the
room and demands to
know if they have any-
thing, rendering the hus-
band unable to declare.
Anything.

They return home to
the bride’s family, who is
expecting grandchildren,

and shocked none are on
the way. The groom, who
can’t overcome his prob-
lem, decides to see a pro-
fessional.

But the jilted suitor
has heard about his prob-
lem, dresses as a border
guard and slams through
all the doors in the broth-
el demanding to know if
anyone has “Anything to
Declare,” which, of
course, just exacerbates

the problem. (And no-
body sees a John Ed-
wards-Newt Gingrich
joke in here?)

The nature of farce
leads to lots of fights,
falls, slaps and other
stage mayhem.

All of that must be
timed and executed so
that the action is effec-
tive, but the players safe.
Matarrese not only acts
the lead; he’s also the

manager of stage vio-
lence. He enjoys it be-
cause one aspect of act-
ing he likes is the move-
ment involved.

“There’s a degree of
verisimilitude that the
audience has an appetite
for,” Matarrese says. “We
see all the moves that are
around today and the
video games. We have a
pretty high standard in
terms of what we per-
ceive as real.”

As the same time, he
says, the cast has all
kinds of other ethical and
physical issues. They
can’t be bruised and
banged up and still per-
form well.

“Some of the violence
is out-and-out fake, and
some of it is executed in
such a way that no harm
comes to the people in
spite of the fact that they
are getting slapped
across the face,” he said.

“And any number of
the movements are capa-
ble of producing incred-
ible grievous wounds.”

Again, with the elec-
tion.

Contact Betsy Price at 324-2884 or
beprice@delawareonline.com.

Continued from Page B5

Mic Matarrese stars as Robert De Trivelin, the bridegroom, with Elizabeth Heflin in
“Anything to Declare.” COURTESY OF NADINE HOWATT

Laugh: Play designed to give audience the giggles

Ah, the versatile mac-
aroni. You can eat it.
Thread it. Or paint it gold
and use it as period mold-
ing in a university pro-
duction of a French
farce.

For the current run of
the University of Dela-
ware’s Resident Ensem-
ble Players’ production
of “Anything to Declare,”
set designer Nick Em-
bree needed to give some
punch to the ornate home
meant to evoke the splen-
dor of a Louis XIV-style
interior.

So he turned to maca-
roni. And orecchietee.
And cellentani, gemelli
and plain-old medium
shells. Painted gold, the
300 pounds of pasta
double as the elaborate
gilded molding, giving it
visual depth and com-
plexity.

Scenic artist Liz
Breitling says it took
more than 75 hours to
create 800 feet of the
molding, which involved
gluing the pasta to
strips of wood, and then
cutting the wood to fit.

A closeup of the painted pasta that set designer Nick
Embree and scenic artist Liz Breitling used to create an
ornate feel for the Louis XIV-style interior.
COURTESY OF NADINE HOWATT

That’s not molding. It’s macaroni.

ARTS

A unique series dedicated to the celebration of the 225th
anniversary of Delaware’s ratification of the Constitution.
This daily video series continues until December 7 highlights the thoughts
and opinions of the U.S. Constitution by local Delawareans, including:

Sponsored by

delawareonline.com/constitution

Stephen Pelinski (left) and Torrey Hanson perform in the
play, set in 1912 France. COURTESY OF NADINE HOWATT


